GOVERNORS ' REPORT

NTodayos Children, T

ThisAnnual GeneraReportisa s ummary of provision and even
More detailed information regarding monthly events can be found in outhigamewssheets and on the
website.

http://www.steithnes.net



http://www.steithnes.net/

Dear Parents,

The purpose of thheportis to give parents thehance to find out what the

Governors, the Principal and the other external agencies have been doing during the
past year to ensure that the pupils attending St. Eithne's Primary School receive a
good education.

The Board of Governors invite commentsany questions
parents/guardians of attending pupilsmight wish to raise on areas of the report.

We welcome suggestions in writing that may help us in our continuous
development planning to ultimately deliver the best of educations for our children.
If y ou wishto raise individual matters relating to either pupils or members of staff,
the usualopportunities to contact theeacher or principalemain.

Wewoul d | i ke to congratul ate the staff
successful years of thechool academically and in sporting spheredt is fitting as
the school completes its tenth year that the school community should be thriving
and setting standards which indicate the excellent work that goes on in the school
in partnership with parents ail the rest of the community.

| hope that you find this report informaitve and we take this opportunity to

thank all our parents, staff and pupils for commitment ard dedication which has
made 2007/2008s uch a successful year for St

Yours Fathfully,

Mr S. Sands (Chairman, Board of Governors).



The Board of Governors

The Board of Governors has overall responsibility for the effective management of the school. It is composed of
nominees of trustees, the Western Education and Library Board and the Deptment of Education, a parent elected

by the parents and a teacher elected by the teachers. The members hold office for four years.

The following members held office last year (208/2009).

Nominated Bythe Trustees
Rev. Fr.S. Mc Kenna
Mr P. Mc Daid
Mrs G. Hillick (Vice Chairperson
Mrs G. Beales

Nominated Bythe Western Education & Library Board
Mr C. Mc Menamin
Mr D. Taylor

Nominated Bythe Department Of Education
Mr. S. SandgChairman)

Parent sdé Representative
Mrs A. Coyle

Teacher sebtativRe pr es
Mr V. Feeney

Secretary
Mr G. Cosgrove Principal)

The Governorsas a groupwork together in partnership with the Principal and the staff to ensure the provision of
good education for our children. They have particular responsibilities toreta the curriculum, the financial
management of the school, the appointment of staff, admissions to the school, discipline, building and

mai ntenance, the parentsodé annual meeting and comm

Governors attend regular meetings of the GoverBiody at least once per term and any extra meetings or
committee meetings that might be called.

The Chairman may be contacted at St. Eithne's Primary School and®&rsGrove (Secretary to Boarfl o
Governors) may also be contacted at the school ssldre



The School

The teachers of St. Eithneds Primary School ha:
will depend upon the number of pupils attending. In80®our staff and pupil population consisted of
the following:
Staffing |_Pupils.
Teachng Staff 22 Year Boys Girls
School Secretary 1 1 37 38
Classroom Assistants 11 2 23 29
School Caretaker 1 3 35 34
Supervisory Assistants 7 4 34 24
5 44 40
6 39 28
7 43 43
255 236

Attendance - The awrage attendance figure f2008/09 was 93.9%

School Meals: 35. 15% of children received free meals.

Assessment Results.

Last year teachers conducted an assessment of pupils who were in their final year of Key Stage 1 and Key

stage 2. Thiswasagoodyearforusasitawes an i mprovement on | ast
School Development Planning.

year 06

& Key Stage 1| SCLEI t hO0BO® s N.I. Norms 08/09
(¥.4)
Maths English Maths English
TowardsL1 0 0 0.53% 0.4%
Level 1 5.26% 7.0%2% 4.82% 5.5%%
1 Level 2 19.300 43.86% 47.15% 53.48%
Level 3 75.4%% 49.12% 47.50% 41.4%
Key Stage 2 St . E i08/09 n ¢ N.l. Norms 08/09
(Y.7)
Maths English Maths English
Level 1 0 0 0.38% 0.3
Level 2 2.16% 2.33% 2.48% 2.70%
Level 3 1744% 17.4%8% 16.620 17.6™6
Level 4 38.37% 39.53% 39.1%% 50.41%
Level 5 43.02% 40.70% 41.31% 28.78%
Premises.
A rolling paintingprogramcontinues each yeand this year we have painted the staff room and thé

secretarybés store. Heal t h an dessiacfudetsytablemm@ams ur e s

have

outsideboth canteenexternal doors, ramps to sections of the staff car park and resurfacing of the ramp by the
sliding gate to enable appropriate disability accégsplications for further security measures and an appropriate

caretakerods store have been sent t o DENI
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SchoolCalendar 2008/2009

Theterm began for pupils on Mondagt SeptembetWe took the usual school vacations and church holidays.
The Christmas holidays were from Mondagrl Decembeuntil Wednesdayth January (Incl.)The Easter
Holiday wasfrom 10" until 21% April (incl.). Thelast term dy of the year was the Fridagth June.

SCHOOL FINANCIAL STATEMENT

As a result of the N. Ireland Education Reform Order the Western Education & Library Board has to delegate a
significant poportion of its budget to the Governing Bodies of schools in its area. This involves applying a
formula based mainly on the number and age of the pupils.

In the financial year 2@JI09 we were allocated a budget shar€p#09,329This budget was managéd

accordance with the directions of the Board of Governors as set out below.

©
o X
R s THE BUDGET @

Formula Allocation 2008-2009 £1,245,561 Ancillary Staff £47,522
P1 Initiative £8,249 Fuel Oil £17,579
Curriculum Reserve Electricity £10,656
SEN Code of Practice £2,267 Water £6,173
Mags 2 £9,679 Toilet Requisites £2,670
Statutory Foundation £31,917 Window Cleaning £400
Funding Corrections (Internal Audit) Wheelie Bin Charge £1,456
Other Funding Corrections Maintenance of Buildings £5,021
Split Site Funding Maintenance of Grounds £3,226
SEN Transition Statements Furniture & Fittings £920
Extended Schools Total £30,270 Maintenance of Furniture & Fittings £1,325
Revised Curriculum £5,580 Equip Books & Practice Materials £50,404
Other Miscellaneous Funding Equipment £1,624
Balance b/f from 2007-2008 £73,095 Exam Fees & Expenses £40
Protective Clothing £760
Income Food £5,786
Youth Service £2588 Hire of Equipment £912
Letting of Facilities £122 Licence Fees £428
Hire of Facilities £1,004
Hire of Security Services £195
Professional Fees £355
Maintenance of Equipment £1,630
Contractual Cleaning £37,372
School Swimming Program £1,229
Travel & Subsistence 0
Hire of Transport £7,435
Advertising £418
Printing & Stationery £4,947
Photocopying £4,533
Postage £310
Telephones £1,117
Capital Expenditure 0
TOTAL EXPENDITURE £1,318,933

Rounding 1
Savings C/F to 2009-2010 £90,396
TOTAL £1,409,329 TOTAL £1,409,329




SCHOOL FUND 01/09/08i 31/08/09 \fi })f'ﬁ

Below is a summary of the school fundtund Raising is an important part of the school's activities. It has helethsidise
trips our clubs shows and other useful activities far children Raising money for charities is a worthwhile activity not only
because we areelping the needy but it does give our children a better understanding of the world today and the need for
compassion.

Each year we try to limit ourselves to two main charities. Last year we raised mofeydaire,Concern & Children in
crossfire chiléine. The Chairman, Board of Governors, the Principal and the Staff would like to thank the Parents for the
wonderful support that they have given the school over this past year.

THANKS FOR ALL YOUR HELP

Income Expenditure
Balance in Bank statement £1318.46
Fruit £1482.90 |Fruit purchased from shop £347.38
Fruit from Foyle Fruit paid by LM$7182.50
Ties £176.@ (Ties paid £230.70
Instruments £610.50 [Music Exams paid £480.50
Recorders £285.00 |Recorders £246.75
Sports day £205.90 |Sports day purchased £258.70
Music Fee £1330.00 |Music Fee £1619.20
DVDs of shows etc £680.00 |Art frames £70.00
Halloween Fancyress £320.20 [Halloween Prizes purchased £274.70
Received from Counj] £89500 [ITitems purchased + photographs copyright £289.88
Gartan Residential Trip £4470.00 |Gartan Residential Trip + tuck shop £4000 LMS | £5314.21
Book Fair £1653.67 |Book fair £1663.67
Flower Show £518.50 |Flower show purchased £226.45
Charities: Trocaire, Concern etc. £1301.25 |Charities: Trocaire, Concern etc. £1278.00
Swimming / Goggles & caps Galas & cluf  £640.50 |Paid to Swimming gala /club flippers etc £695.11
Paris books £20.00
Book bags £164.00 |Story Teller Music show £375.00
Bonding Day £518.50 |[Received from WELB bonding day £518.50
Test Papers £216.00
Rickety Wheel £4114.74 |Prizes purchased £1601.19
Football clubs etc £81.00 |Hire of pitch netball footall etc £118.75
School Trips Educational £889.50 |(School Trips Educational £1668.50
School Trips Summer £2115.70 |School Trips Summer £1833.50
Prize Money received breakfast club heal £1303.50 |Gifts Prizes + flowers confirmation etc £812.58
credit union etc
School Show ,Christmas show etc. £2539.52 |School Show items purchased £1123.33
Dry cleaning rigs £129.00
Extended school events health promotion £3353.88
Bins +cleaning items for toys First Aid etc £132.73
Stationary & bookspurchased £67.32
Transport Public to library etc £210.94
Games for clubs £104.66
Various Meeting refreshments Confirmaton etc. | £437.82
Bank Charges £121.47
Total Income £27,850.34 £25,604.42
Balance £2245.92




COMMUNITY LINKS

AtSt. Etheds we encourage our children to respect al/|l
them how to play, work and emperate with others so that they can develop appropriate social and emotional
skills needed for todaybés society.

P a r e 8upmord Organisation.(08/09)

Our Parentsodé6 Support Organisation does so much to
diligently to raise funds for the childrelirs. A O Doherty, MrsA. Coyle, Mrs M. Mc ChrystalMrs M. Ogilvie,

Mrs D. Christie Mrs B. Mc Menanin, Mrs K. CreganandMrs Mc Gonagle, Mrs Bady, Mrs Mc Cusker &

Miss Coyle Mrs M. Smith

Theorganisatiormeetson a regular basis to organise fudsing events and in most cases help to organise for
these events. They havelped with the Rickety Wheel, the School Show and Sports Day, which have become
major events in the school community calendar.

Thanksalso toMrs O. Parkhill, for the loveljhhamperandMrs Mc Callion for the beautiful cakes she bakas

our school draw.

If you wish to be a member of this organisatiorapéecontact Mrs Mc Gonagl€athy Bradyor our Parent
Governor (Mrs Annette Coyle).

Volunteers

We very much appreciate the voluntary work carried out by some of our friends and colleagpesialA
mention must go to:

Mr S. Breslin & Mrs J. Foy for élping Tracey with the Athletics club andr¥. Mc Laughlin wheenriches our
chil dr e ndesby eadipgstories to them

To Mrs M. Mc Gallion, Mr M. Cosgrove& Mrs Ann Dohertywho coacledour children in the swimming club
and those parentshe helged in the dressing rooms;

To ThomadHale helping to coach tHerimary 87 boysin the soccer clubnd for helping Miss Morrison coach
the Girlsd Only Football Club.

Coaching Programmes

The Sports Guncil provided 6 week sessions of Gaelic football coarfor all of our Primary2 and5 classes.

Mr Sean Davis provides@achingorogramme in soccer for our Primary 4 & 5 children after school on a
ThursdayMrs Kelly coaches a huge number of children for athlelibtese havb e en f unded by t
Sc ho adestd P

Time To Read Project(Link with the Business Community)

Some of our P.5 pupils were involved in filéme © Read Project We twinned witth Ai r port er 0, A
AFirst t This projectBneamtkhat.children were given anakimost in theimterest inreadingthrough

a a series of onm-one little encouraging reading sessions with members of the business community.

Awards for All Programme
We were able tget upa number of differenprojects in the school which involvélde community and pupils.
These were:

1 Parents and friends Keep Fit sessions once a week

1 A Health MOT for members of the school community and the surrounding area;

1 A series of specialist lessons for P.1 & 2 children which included Yoga & Street Games.




Links with Other Schools & Colleges.

Students from St. Ceci |l,LmersChrastiTch oStn.hiMdr yCoos ,l ejte.s G
Boys School came to the school for worperience in our first term.

The school assisted local secondary schools with work experience placements. We 3
provided training opportunities for students from Nath West Institute and Joblink
These were students from NVQ, BTEC, HNiEdaDiploma in Childcare courses helping
them to gain a suitable qualification as Classroom Assistants.

Teachers and pupils from most Secondary Schools visited the school to talk to our Primary 7 children about
transferring into the secondary system.

All of our year seven children were given the opportunity to visit theirmsksry school in June to get a flavour
of the coming year in their new school.

This year some of our Year 7 pupils who were transferrifithtornhill, St . Maryds and St. Ce
attending special open day competitions and received primeschildren transferring to Lumen Christi spent a

week at the school with children from other schools. This allowed them to experience firsthand what it would be
like in their first year there.

We assisted the Universities and Colleges of Education wittngiméng of students wishing to

become teachers. Four st ud eandThe Univecsity offister Mar y
were a teaching practice in Primary & and 7. For shorter periods we had students who were
givenexperience towards a PGCE dfiahtion. Our pupils, teachers and students benefit

immensely from this experienaad we have a duty to share our expertise with younger people

with a vocation for education

Specialist Schoolsd Partnerships.

St.Ei t hcorgiruedo be a partnerwittst .  CgScti.| iMaadrsy dand Cq | l', eds
Lumen Christi for different projets for the specialists school©ur Primary 5 and 7 L

children were involved in a science for sthemesThey went to a $ence resource
centre and pursued a number of scieniifivestigations. This wasgeat practical
educational experience for all the children involved.

A group of our year 6 and 7 children were able to atteratlantics day in St.

Ce c i.[Thewjdireed with others in a fun athletics competition day.

fﬁ' .ﬁ.ﬁ% EDUCATIONAL TRIPS & PROJECTS.

During the school year a number of trips and projects were organised in order to enhance an already strong
curriculum delivery. Teachers are encouraged to take their classes on edlewitsria places of interest.
Every class in the school had at least one educational visit.

Paired Readingand Paired Numeracy Projects.

As usual we conducted these two projects, which take place every eghelpto re
inforce readingyvith interest at home and a fun interest in Maiss Doherty, Ms Mc Laughlin and all the

P.3 teachers set up a paired reading ptajéth our Primary 3 children aridiss Coyleand the P.4 teachers
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rana Paired Numercy Project with the P.4 pupil$hanks taall the parents who volunteer their help for both
the Reading and Numeracy project

Puffin Book Sale.

This year Mrs Doherty conducted a Puffin book club which not only gave the childne
chance to choose books and improve their interest in readirasbuncreased our
stock of books for the school library.

Term Educational Trips.

Each year weend our children on different educational trips or bring in experts in their
field to assist in broadening the education of our children. Pupils wetedr®ea number
of great experiences in the year 2008/ 20009. For e
activities in October and tHe4 Year Grougnjoyed a Halloweefiraditions CustoméHalloween long agéun
trip to the Ulster Anerican Folk Park iseptemberPrimary 6 pupils wenttbo h ¥ E 8 0  PirShgntallow
Community Centréo learn how to avoid drugs and other dangers and they also went tabeatriThé/ikings at
the Cairn, Greencast©ct)
ThePrimary 3 children vsitedto the Central Librargand year 5 classes completed a comprehensive EMU project
with Limavady Central P.S.
P.5 to 7pupils were treated to art lessons by real artist Elaina Smith.

All Year groups enjoyed an end of year fun trip in June

Education for Mutual Understanding.

ThisyearMr Feeney organised great EMU project with Limavady Central P.S. Primary 5 pupils travelled to eact
otherés schools to compl et e THdchilirenmmetup in eaah btheuschodls ag o
aget to know you first couple of sessions and then met again in the Nerve Centre. There they learnt about cultt
di fferences, getting on with others Saaiandtieepi ng wi
WhammioThey also had the opportunity make their own movies which they later viewed back at school. It was
a great experience for all the children involvedPrimary 6 pupils attend a special course run by the organisation
AYESO to advise them on how dudoodand howe stay sads the grawvaiprimu n
society today. TBYES group run this in the Shantallow Youth Centre and children are given advice by the
emergency services which include the ambulance, Fire and Police Services.

Our Primary3 and primary/ chidrenwere involved in a project set up by the Housing Executive. Visitors from
the community came to the school and covered topics such as Environmental awareness, Vandalism Cultural
diversity Drugs awareness (P.7).

Pastoral Care & Pupil Promotion.

Eah year as part of our pastoral policy we conduct
chance to excel in academic and other curriculum areas including sporting activities, sports day, swimming
competitions and football matches. Exeall attendance is recognised when pupils receive a certificate at the end
of each term thus promoting and encouraging good attendance. P.4 to 7 children can receive awards for acade
achievements within each year group every month rewarding artistti; pod writing skills.One pupil per year
group receives an award for general behaviour and helpfulness. At the end of the year prizes are also given to
those children who have surpassed all expectations.

This year we introduced a further scheme of awdor P.1 to 3 pupils and at the end of each term there were
prizes galore for excellent behaviour and attendance.




Extra Curricular Activities (2008/2009)

Our clubs have always been a very strong feature of our ethos and this year was extrd spdexdnded

school s6 Project helped us to set up a number of n

XAair d

We try to includeas many Primary 4 to 7 children in our extraricular clubs as possible. All the teachers
organiseand manage club because they realise how beneficial this is to the growth, development and behaviour
of our children. The following list demonstrates the great dedication of teachers, parents and volunteers to our
school communityP. 1 to 3 pupils are too youngrfafter school clubs but we did add an extra dimension to their
physical learning giving them an extra P.E. lesson where they were taught a series of street games by Sports
council tutors. Primary 5 pupils also receive tuition in Gaelic football.

Breakfast Club Everyday  Canteen 8a.m until 8:55a.m.
Netball Club Tuesday Hall: 3:15 to 4:00

Swimming Club (Mr G. CosgroveMrs Mc Gonagle, Mon & Thurs S1 William Street Large Poel3:15- 3:55
Mrs M. Mc Callion Mrs A. Doherty& Mr M. S2 Small Pool: 4:45 to 5:15
Cosgrove).Parent Volunteers: Mrs A. CogieMirs Kelly S3 Small Pool: 5:15 to 5:45
P.4/5 Football(Sean Davis & Mr Kerr) Thurs Large Playground: 3:15 to 4:00
P.6/7 Football(Mr Feeney & Thomas) Tues Large Playground: 3:15 to 4:00
Reading Game<Club(Mrs Miller) Tues Room 11

ECO Club (Mrs Mc Clean) Tues Room 17

Maths Club (Mrs Flanagan) Tues Room 5

French Club(Mur i ©tia) D6 Wed MedicalRoom

Youth Club Games(Mrs Logue & Miss Green) Tues The Youth Club

P.4 / 5Computer Club (Miss Murphy) Tues Compuer Study

P.6 / 7Computer Club (Mr Meehan ) Thurs Computer Study

Homework Club (P.4 to 7) Mon, Wed & Thurs Different Rooms

Art Club (Mrs Mc Girr) Tues Room 16

Film Club (Ms Donaghy) Room 13

Library Club (Mrs Doherty) The Library

Athletics Club (Mrs Kelly, Mr. Breslin& Mrs Foy) ~ Wed Hall & School Grounds.
Cycling Club Tues Small Playground

Credit Union Savings Club (P.4,6 & 7) Thursday At Breakfast Qub.

Music Clubs:
Choir: Ms Mc LaughliiMr Gormley Thurs In the Hall (3:00- 3:45)

These are the school's own music clubs not to b Trumpets: Mr Gormley, Flutes: Ms Coyle Violins 1:
confused with WELB TuitionMrs Porter & Mr  Mrs Devlin

Gormley led the choir at11:15masses on Clarinets: Mr Gormley, Recorder Club:Mrs Coyle &.
Sundaysin alternate months of the year. Orchestra: Mr Gormley.

The Board of Governors wish to thank all the teachers for their work with the children in school clubs. The
benefit to children cannot be accurgtassessed but we are sure that the benefits are immense. It should also be
mentioned that some parents have very graciously given up free time to help with some of our clubs. A special
thanks to them also.
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