
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñTodayôs Children, Tomorrow's Future". 
This Annual General Report is a summary of provision and events of the previous year at St. Eithneôs.  

More detailed information regarding monthly events can be found in our monthly newssheets and on the 

website.  

 

http://www.steithnes.net   
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Dear Parents, 

 

 

       

The purpose of the report is to give parents the chance to find out what the 

Governors, the Principal and the other external agencies have been doing during the 

past year to ensure that the pupils attending St. Eithne's Primary School receive a 

good education.  

 

The Board of Governors invite comments or any questions 

parents/guardians of attending pupils might wish to raise on areas of the report.  

 

We welcome suggestions in writing that may help us in our continuous 

development planning to ultimately deliver the best of educations for our children. 

If y ou wish to raise individual matters relating to either pupils or members of staff, 

the usual opportunities to contact the teacher or principal remain. 

 

 We would like to congratulate the staff of St. Eithneõs after one of the most 

successful years of the school academically and in sporting spheres.  It is fitting as 

the school completes its tenth year that the school community should be thriving 

and setting standards which indicate the excellent work that goes on in the school 

in partnership with parents and the rest of the community.  

 

I hope that you find this report informative and we take this opportunity to 

thank all our parents, staff and pupils for commitment and dedication which has 

made 2007/2008 such a successful year for St. Eithneõs.  

 

 

 

Yours Faithfully,  

 

 Mr S. Sands (Chairman, Board of Governors). 
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The Board of Governors has overall responsibility for the effective management of the school.  It is composed of 

nominees of trustees, the Western Education and Library Board and the Department of Education, a parent elected 

by the parents and a teacher elected by the teachers. The members hold office for four years.  

 

The following members held office last year (2008/2009). 

Nominated By the Trustees 
Rev. Fr. S. Mc Kenna  

Mr P. Mc Daid  

Mrs G. Hillick (Vice Chairperson) 

Mrs G. Beales 

 

 

 

 

Nominated By the Western Education & Library Board  
Mr C. Mc Menamin 

Mr D. Taylor 

 

Nominated By the Department Of Education 
Mr. S. Sands (Chairman) 

 

 

Parentsô Representative  
Mrs A. Coyle 

 

 

Teachersô Representative 
Mr V. Feeney 

 

 

Secretary 
Mr G. Cosgrove (Principal) 

 

 

 

The Governors, as a group, work together in partnership with the Principal and the staff to ensure the provision of 

good education for our children. They have particular responsibilities in relation to the curriculum, the financial 

management of the school, the appointment of staff, admissions to the school, discipline, building and 

maintenance, the parentsô annual meeting and community links. 

  

Governors attend regular meetings of the Governing Body at least once per term and any extra meetings or 

committee meetings that might be called. 

     

 The Chairman may be contacted at St. Eithne's Primary School and Mr G. Cosgrove (Secretary to Board of 

Governors) may also be contacted at the school address. 
 

  

 

 

The Board of Governors 
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The teachers of St. Eithneôs Primary School have been employed by the CCMS.  The number of staff 

will depend upon the number of pupils attending.  In 2008/09 our staff and pupil population consisted of 

the following:- 

 

Staffing  Pupils. 

Teaching Staff 22  Year Boys Girls  
School Secretary 1  1 37 38 
Classroom Assistants 11  2 23 29 
School Caretaker 1  3 35 34 
Supervisory Assistants 7  4 34 24 
   5 44 40 
   6 39 28 
   7 43 43 
    255 236 

 

 

Attendance: - The average attendance figure for 2008/09 was  93.9%  

 

 

School Meals:    35. 15%  of children received free meals.  
 

 

Assessment Results.  
 

Last year teachers conducted an assessment of pupils who were in their final year of Key Stage 1 and Key 

stage 2.    This was a good year for us as it was an improvement on last yearôs results and inline with our 

School Development Planning.  

 

 
Key Stage 1 

(Y.4) 

St. Eithneôs 08/09 N.I. Norms 08/09 

 Maths English Maths English 

Towards L1 0 0 0.53% 0.49% 

Level 1 5.26%  7.02% 4.82% 5.54% 

Level 2 19.30% 43.86% 47.15% 53.48% 

Level 3 75.44% 49.12% 47.50% 41.49% 

          

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

 

 

Premises. 
 

A rolling painting program continues each year and this year we have painted the staff room and the 

secretaryôs store. Health and safety measures have been put in place. These include suitable ramps 

outside both canteens external doors, ramps to sections of the staff car park and resurfacing of the ramp by the 

sliding gate to enable appropriate disability access.  Applications for further security measures and an appropriate 

caretakerôs store have been sent to DENI.  

Key Stage 2 

(Y.7) 

St. Eithneôs 08/09 N.I. Norms 08/09 

 Maths English Maths English 

Level 1 0 0 0.38% 0.37% 

Level 2 2.16% 2.33% 2.48% 2.70% 

Level 3 17.44% 17.44% 16.62% 17.67% 

Level 4 38.37% 39.53% 39.14% 50.41% 

Level 5 43.02% 40.70% 41.31% 28.78% 

The School 
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School Calendar 2008/2009 

 
The term began for pupils on Monday 1st September. We took the usual school vacations and church holidays.  

The Christmas holidays were from Monday 22nd December until Wednesday 6th January (Incl.). The Easter 

Holiday was from 10
th
 until 21

st
 April  (incl.). The last term day of the year was the Friday 26th June.  

 
SCHOOL FINANCIAL STATEMENT  

 

As a result of the N. Ireland Education Reform Order the Western Education & Library Board has to delegate a 

significant proportion of its budget to the Governing Bodies of schools in its area.  This involves applying a 

formula based mainly on the number and age of the pupils. 

In the financial year 2008/09 we were allocated a budget share of £1,409,329This budget was managed in 

accordance with the directions of the Board of Governors as set out below. 
 

 

 

 

 

Formula Allocation 2008-2009 £1,245,561 
 

Ancillary Staff £47,522 

P1 Initiative £8,249 
 

Fuel Oil £17,579 

Curriculum Reserve 
  

Electricity £10,656 

SEN Code of Practice £2,267 
 

Water £6,173 

Mags 2 £9,679 
 

Toilet Requisites £2,670 

Statutory Foundation £31,917 
 

Window Cleaning £400 

Funding Corrections (Internal Audit)  
  

Wheelie Bin Charge £1,456 

Other Funding Corrections  
  

Maintenance of Buildings £5,021 

Split Site Funding 
  

Maintenance of Grounds £3,226 

SEN Transition Statements  
  

Furniture & Fittings £920 

Extended Schools Total £30,270 
 

Maintenance of Furniture & Fittings £1,325 

Revised Curriculum £5,580 
 

Equip Books & Practice Materials £50,404 

Other Miscellaneous Funding 
  

Equipment £1,624 

Balance b/f from 2007-2008 £73,095 
 

Exam Fees & Expenses £40 

   
Protective Clothing £760 

Income 
  

Food £5,786 

Youth Service £2588 
 

Hire of Equipment £912 

Letting of Facilities £122 
 

Licence Fees £428 

   
Hire of Facilities £1,004 

   
Hire of Security Services £195 

   
Professional Fees £355 

   
Maintenance of Equipment £1,630 

   
Contractual Cleaning £37,372 

   
School Swimming Program £1,229 

   
Travel & Subsistence 0 

   
Hire of Transport £7,435 

   
Advertising £418 

   
Printing & Stationery £4,947 

   
Photocopying £4,533 

   
Postage £310 

   
Telephones £1,117 

   
Capital Expenditure 0 

     

   
TOTAL EXPENDITURE £1,318,933 

Rounding 1 
   

   
Savings C/F to 2009-2010 £90,396 

     TOTAL £1,409,329 
 

TOTAL £1,409,329 

 

THE BUDGET   
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Below is a summary of the school fund.   Fund Raising is an important part of the school's activities. It has helped to subsidise 

trips, our clubs, shows and other useful activities for our children. Raising money for charities is a worthwhile activity not only 

because we are helping the needy but it does give our children a better understanding of the world today and the need for 

compassion.  

Each year we try to limit ourselves to two main charities.  Last year we raised money for Trocaire, Concern & Children in 

crossfire childline.  The Chairman, Board of Governors, the Principal and the Staff would like to thank the Parents for the 

wonderful support that they have given the school over this past year.    
THANKS FOR ALL YOUR HELP  

 

Income Expenditure 

Balance in Bank statement £1318.46   

Fruit £1482.90 Fruit purchased from shop 

Fruit from Foyle Fruit  paid by LMS,£7182.50 

£347.38 

 

Ties £176.00 Ties paid £230.70 

Instruments  £610.50 Music Exams paid  £480.50 

Recorders £285.00 Recorders £246.75 

Sports day  £205.90 Sports day purchased £258.70 

Music Fee £1330.00 Music Fee £1619.20 

DVDs of shows etc £680.00 Art frames  £70.00 

Halloween Fancy Dress  £320.20 Halloween Prizes purchased £274.70 

Received from County Photoôs £895.00 IT items purchased + photographs copyright £289.88 

Gartan Residential Trip  £4470.00 Gartan Residential Trip + tuck shop £4000 LMS £5314.21 

Book Fair £1653.67 Book fair  £1663.67 

Flower Show £518.50 Flower show purchased £226.45 

Charities: Trocaire, Concern etc. £1301.25 Charities: Trocaire, Concern etc. £1278.00 

Swimming / Goggles & caps Galas & clubs £640.50 Paid to Swimming gala /club flippers etc £695.11 

Parish books £20.00   

Book bags £164.00 Story Teller Music show  £375.00 

Bonding Day £518.50 Received from WELB bonding day £518.50 

Test Papers £216.00   

Rickety Wheel £4114.74 Prizes purchased £1601.19 

Football clubs etc £81.00 Hire of pitch netball football etc  £118.75 

School Trips Educational  £889.50 School Trips Educational £1668.50 

School Trips Summer £2115.70 School Trips Summer £1833.50 

Prize Money received breakfast club health 

credit union etc 

£1303.50 Gifts Prizes + flowers confirmation etc       £812.58 

School Show ,Christmas show etc. £2539.52 School Show items purchased £1123.33 

  Dry cleaning rigs  £129.00 

  Extended school events health promotion    £3353.88 

  Bins +cleaning items for toys First Aid etc £132.73 

  Stationary & books  purchased £67.32 

  Transport Public to library etc £210.94 

  Games for clubs      £104.66 

  Various Meeting refreshments Confirmaton etc.  £437.82 

  Bank Charges £121.47 

Total Income £27,850.34  £25,604.42 

  Balance £2245.92 

 

 

SCHOOL FUND 01/09/08 ï 31/08/09 
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At St. Eithneôs we encourage our children to respect all the people with whom they come in contact.  We teach 

them how to play, work and co-operate with others so that they can develop   appropriate social and emotional 

skills needed for todayôs society.  

 

  Parentsô Support Organisation.(08/09) 

 
Our Parentsô Support Organisation does so much to support us. This group of parents and teachers has worked 

diligently to raise funds for the children. Mrs. A O Doherty, Mrs A. Coyle, Mrs M. Mc Chrystal, Mrs M. Ogilvie, 

Mrs D. Christie,  Mrs B. Mc Menamin, Mrs K. Cregan, and Mrs Mc Gonagle, Mrs Brady, Mrs Mc Cusker & 

Miss Coyle Mrs M. Smith 

The organisation meets on a regular basis to organise fund-raising events and in most cases help to organise for 

these events. They have helped with the Rickety Wheel, the School Show and Sports Day, which have become 

major events in the school community calendar.  

Thanks also to Mrs O. Parkhill, for the lovely hamper and Mrs Mc Callion for the beautiful cakes she bakes for 

our school draw.  

If  you wish to be a member of this organisation please contact Mrs Mc Gonagle, Cathy Brady or our Parent 

Governor (Mrs Annette Coyle).  

 

 

Volunteers  

 

We very much appreciate the voluntary work carried out by some of our friends and colleagues. A special 

mention must go to: 

Mr S. Breslin & Mrs J. Foy for helping Tracey with the Athletics club and Mr P. Mc Laughlin who enriches our 

childrenôs experiences by reading stories to them;  

To Mrs M. Mc Callion, Mr M. Cosgrove & Mrs Ann Doherty who coached our children in the swimming club 

and those parents who helped in the dressing rooms; 

To Thomas Hale helping to coach the Primary 6/7 boys in the soccer club and for helping Miss Morrison coach 

the Girlsô Only Football Club.  

 

 

Coaching Programmes 
The Sports Council provided 6 week sessions of Gaelic football coaching for all of our Primary 2 and 5 classes. 

 Mr Sean Davis provides a coaching programme in soccer for our Primary 4 & 5 children after school on a 

Thursday. Mrs Kelly coaches a huge number of children for athletics. These have been funded by the ñExtended 

Schoolsô Projectò.  

 

 

Time To Read Project (Link with the Business Community) 
Some of our P.5 pupils were involved in the ñTime to Read Projectò. We twinned with ñAirporterò, ñHMLò & 

ñFirst trust Bankò.  This project meant that children were given an extra boost in their interest in reading through 

a a series of one-to-one little encouraging reading sessions with members of the business community.   

 

Awards for All Programme 
We were able to set up a number of different projects in the school which involved the community and pupils. 

These were:  

¶ Parents and friends Keep Fit sessions once a week 

¶ A Health MOT for members of the school community and the surrounding area; 

¶ A series of specialist lessons for P.1 & 2 children which included Yoga & Street Games.  

 

COMMUNITY LINKS   
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Links with Other Schools & Colleges. 

 
Students from St. Cecilia's and St. Maryôs, St. Columbôs, Lumen Christi, Thornhill Colleges and St. Josephôs 

Boys School came to the school for work experience in our first term. 

 

The school assisted local secondary schools with work experience placements.  We also 

provided training opportunities for students from the North West Institute and Joblink.  

These were students from NVQ, BTEC, HND and Diploma in Childcare courses helping 

them to gain a suitable qualification as Classroom Assistants.   

 

 

Teachers and pupils from most Secondary Schools visited the school to talk to our Primary 7 children about 

transferring into the secondary system.  

 

All of our year seven children were given the opportunity to visit their secondary school in June to get a flavour 

of the coming year in their new school.  

 

This year some of our Year 7 pupils who were transferring to Thornhill, St. Maryôs and St. Ceciliaôs Colleges 

attending special open day competitions and received prizes. Two children transferring to Lumen Christi spent a 

week at the school with children from other schools. This allowed them to experience firsthand what it would be 

like in their first year there.  

 

We assisted the Universities and Colleges of Education with the training of students wishing to 

become teachers. Four students from St. Maryôs Training College and The University of Ulster 

were on teaching practice in Primary 1, 5 and 7. For shorter periods we had students who were 

given experience towards a PGCE qualification. Our pupils, teachers and students benefit 

immensely from this experience and we have a duty to share our expertise with younger people 

with a vocation for education.  

 

 

 

Specialist Schoolsô Partnerships.  

 

St. Eithneôs continues to be a partner with  St. Ceciliaôs, St. Maryôs Collegeôs and 

Lumen Christi for different projects for the specialists schools.   Our Primary 5 and 7 

children were involved in a science for all schemes. They went to a science resource 

centre and pursued a number of scientific investigations. This was a great practical 

educational experience for all the children involved.  

A group of our year 6 and 7 children were able to attend an athletics day in St. 

Ceciliaôs. They joined with others in a fun athletics competition day.  
                                  

 

 

 EDUCATIONAL TRIPS & PROJECTS.  

 

 
 

During the school year a number of trips and projects were organised in order to enhance an already strong 

curriculum delivery.  Teachers are encouraged to take their classes on educational visits to places of interest.  

Every class in the school had at least one educational visit. 

 

 

Paired Reading and Paired Numeracy  Projects. 
 

As usual we conducted these two projects, which take place every year. They help to re-

inforce reading with interest at home and a fun interest in Maths. Mrs Doherty, Ms Mc Laughlin and all the 

P.3 teachers set up a paired reading project with our Primary 3 children and Miss Coyle and the P.4 teachers 
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ran a Paired Numeracy Project with the P.4 pupils. Thanks to all the parents who volunteer their help for both 

the Reading and Numeracy project  

 

Puffin Book Sale.  

 
This year Mrs Doherty conducted a Puffin book club which not only gave the children a 

chance to choose books and improve their interest in reading but also increased our 

stock of books for the school library.  

 

 

Term Educational Trips.  

 
Each year we send our children on different educational trips or bring in experts in their 

field to assist in broadening the education of our children. Pupils were treated to a number 

of great experiences in the year 2008/2009.  For example our P3 Year Group went to St Columbôs Park for Autumn 

activities in October and the P4 Year Group enjoyed a Halloween Traditions Customs / Halloween long ago fun 

trip to the  Ulster American Folk Park in September. Primary 6 pupils went to the ñYESò Project ï Shantallow 

Community Centre to learn how to avoid drugs and other dangers and they also went to learn about The Vikings  at 

the Cairn, Greencastle-Oct) 

The Primary 3 children visited to the Central Library and year 5 classes completed a comprehensive EMU project 

with Limavady Central P.S. 

P.5 to 7 pupils were treated to art lessons by real artist Elaina Smith.  

 

All Year groups enjoyed an end of year fun trip in June. 

 

Education for Mutual Understanding.  
This year Mr Feeney organised great EMU project with Limavady Central P.S. Primary 5 pupils travelled to each 

otherôs schools to complete different cultural collaborative projects. The children met up in each other schools as 

a get to know you first couple of sessions and then met again in the Nerve Centre. There they learnt about cultural 

differences, getting on with others and coping with bullying through a programme called ñSarah and the 

Whammiò They also had the opportunity to make their own movies which they later viewed back at school. It was 

a great experience for all the children involved.     Primary 6 pupils attend a special course run by the organisation 

ñYESò to advise them on how to respect the community, their neighbourhood and how stay safe as the grow up in 

society today. The YES group run this in the Shantallow Youth Centre and children are given advice by the 

emergency services which include the ambulance, Fire and Police Services.  

Our Primary 3 and primary 7 children were involved in a project set up by the Housing Executive. Visitors from 

the community came to the school and covered topics such as Environmental awareness, Vandalism Cultural 

diversity Drugs awareness (P.7).  

 

 

Pastoral Care & Pupil Promotion. 
Each year as part of our pastoral policy we conduct a ñPupil Promotion Schemeò, which gives all our children a 

chance to excel in academic and other curriculum areas including sporting activities, sports day, swimming 

competitions and football matches. Excellent attendance is recognised when pupils receive a certificate at the end 

of each term thus promoting and encouraging good attendance. P.4 to 7 children can receive awards for academic 

achievements within each year group every month rewarding artistic, poetic and writing skills. One pupil per year 

group receives an award for general behaviour and helpfulness. At the end of the year prizes are also given to 

those children who have surpassed all expectations.  

 This year we introduced a further scheme of awards for P.1 to 3 pupils and at the end of each term there were 

prizes galore for excellent behaviour and attendance.  
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Extra Curricular Activities  (2008/2009)   
Our clubs have always been a very strong feature of our ethos and this year was extra special. The Extended 

schoolsô Project helped us to set up a number of new clubs and strengthen already existing activities.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

We try to include, as many Primary 4 to 7 children in our extra-curricular clubs as possible. All the teachers 

organise and manage a club because they realise how beneficial this is to the growth, development and behaviour 

of our children. The following list demonstrates the great dedication of teachers, parents and volunteers to our 

school community. P. 1 to 3 pupils are too young for after school clubs but we did add an extra dimension to their 

physical learning giving them an extra P.E. lesson where they were taught a series of street games by Sports 

council tutors. Primary 5 pupils also receive tuition in Gaelic football.  

 

Breakfast Club Every day Canteen 8a.m  until 8:55a.m. 

Netball Club Tuesday Hall: 3:15 to 4:00 

Swimming Club (Mr G. Cosgrove, Mrs Mc Gonagle, 

Mrs M. Mc Callion, Mrs A. Doherty & Mr M. 

Cosgrove).Parent Volunteers: Mrs A. Coyle & Mrs Kelly  

Mon & Thurs 

 

S1 William Street Large Pool - 3:15 - 3:55 

S2 Small  Pool: 4:45 to 5:15 

S3 Small  Pool: 5:15 to 5:45 

P.4/5 Football (Sean Davis & Mr Kerr) Thurs Large Playground: 3:15 to 4:00 

P.6/7 Football (Mr Feeney & Thomas) Tues Large Playground: 3:15 to 4:00 

Reading Games Club(Mrs Miller) Tues Room  11 

ECO Club (Mrs Mc Clean) Tues Room  17 

Maths Club (Mrs Flanagan)  Tues Room  5 

French Club (Muriel DôOria)  Wed Medical Room   

Youth Club Games (Mrs Logue & Miss Green)  Tues The Youth Club  

P.4 / 5 Computer Club (Miss Murphy)  Tues Computer Study 

P.6 / 7 Computer Club (Mr Meehan )  Thurs Computer Study  

Homework Club (P.4 to 7)  Mon, Wed & Thurs.  Different Rooms 

Art Club  (Mrs Mc Girr) Tues Room 16 

 Film Club  (Ms Donaghy) 

Library Club  (Mrs Doherty) 

  Room 13 

The Library  

Athletics Club (Mrs Kelly, Mr. Breslin & Mrs Foy)  Wed   Hall & School Grounds. 

Cycling Club Tues Small Playground  

Credit Union Savings Club (P.4, 6 & 7) 

 

Thursday At Breakfast Club. 

Music Clubs:  

Choir:  Ms Mc Laughlin/Mr Gormley  Thurs   In the Hall (3:00 - 3:45)  

These are the school's own music clubs not to be 

confused with WELB Tuition) Mrs Porter & Mr 

Gormley led the choir at 11:15 masses on 

Sundays in alternate months of the year.  

Trumpets: Mr Gormley, Flutes: Ms Coyle, Violins 1: 

Mrs Devlin  

Clarinets: Mr Gormley,  Recorder Club:Mrs Coyle & . 

Orchestra: Mr Gormley.  

The Board of Governors wish to thank all the teachers for their work with the children in school clubs. The 

benefit to children cannot be accurately assessed but we are sure that the benefits are immense. It should also be 

mentioned that some parents have very graciously given up free time to help with some of our clubs. A special 

thanks to them also. 


