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Primary One 
 

Mathematical vocabulary introduced in P1 



NUMBER 

UNDERSTANDING NUMBER AND 
NUMBER NOTATION 

ADDITION MONEY PATTERNS AND RELATIONSHIPS 

counting 
forwards 

backwards 
matching 

sets 
order 

number 
zero, one, two, three,  
four, five, six, seven 

eight, nine, ten (to one hundred) 
none 

nothing 
count up to 
count back 

before 
after 
last 

in between 
first 

second 
third 

fourth 
fifth 

count on 
 

 

add 
plus 

altogether 
makes 
equals 

one more 
two more 

coins 
1p 
2p 
5p 

10p 
20p 
50p 
£1 
£2 

buy 
pay 

credit card 
cash machine 

bank 
savings 

piggy banks 
pence 
pound 
price 
cost 

change 
how much? 

pattern 
copy 

repeat 
create 

repeating pattern 
match 
make 

sequence 

SUBTRACTION 

Take away 
Subtract 
Minus 
Leaves 

How many left? 
One less 
Two less 

 
 
 
 



MEASURES 

LENGTH CAPACITY TIME 

long 
longer 
longest 
short 

shorter 
shortest 

tall 
taller 
tallest 

 

full 
nearly full 

empty 
nearly empty 

container 
guess 
nearly 
holds 

the same 
 

playtime 
breaktime 
worktime 
lunchtime 
hometime 
bedtime 

day 
week 

month 
season 

date 
Days of the week 

(Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday) 

today 
tomorrow 
yesterday 

before  
after 
hour 

minute 
o’clock 
clock 
hands 

months of the year 
(January to December) 

WEIGHT AREA 

heavy 
heavier 
heaviest 

light 
lighter 
lightest 
same as 
scales 

balance 
balances 

 

cover 
surface 

 



SHAPE AND SPACE            HANDLING DATA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVESTIGATIONS/FINANCIAL CAPABILITY 

 

 

SHAPE 2D SHAPE directions 
forwards 

backwards 
stop 
go 

turn 
left 

right 
up 

down 
to 

from 
 

flat 
curved 
straight 

sides 
corners 

 

circle 
triangle 
square 

rectangle 
star 

 

SPACE 3D SHAPE 

curl 
stretch 

turn 
walk 
run 

behind 
forward 

cube 
cone 

sphere 
pyramid 

 

Sort 
sets 

Sorting circles 
Size 

Colour 
Carroll Diagram 
Tree Diagram 
Venn Diagram 

Pictogram 
 

 
Compare Bears – big, middle-sized, small, daddy, mummy, baby             Shop – price tag, dear, cheap, expensive,                                                                                   

Logic People – man, men, woman, women, boy, boys, girl, girls,              how much altogether?  

standing, walking, running, missing 

 


